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SUMMARY: Since mid-2006, the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) within the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services has maintained cooperative agreements with members of the Institut Pasteur International Network (IPIN), 
to assist countries to develop and sustain core public health surveillance and response capacities. The overarching objectives 
were to assist with implementation the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) as well as build the local national 
workforce for the preparedness and response for respiratory infections surveillance.  

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES (2006-2019): 

Laos 

 

Public Health System Capacity Building against respiratory 
infections and emerging viruses in Africa and South East Asia 

in the Institut Pasteur International Network  
 

Reinforcement of the links with the Ministries of Health in the context of the IHR (2005) 

National and Regional Public Health Trainings 

- Contribution to the respiratory infections sentinel surveillance networks 

- Evaluation and revision of National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plans in Cameroon 

- Reinforcement of communication skills for the IHR National Focal Points 

- Participation in national outbreak investigations 

- Routine meetings /  workshops with Ministries and implementers of the surveillance programs 

- National Workshop on Surveillance and   
Outbreak Investigation ς Senegal, June 2015 

- National Focal Point IHR (2005) capacity   
building workshop - Cameroon, March 2015 ς 4 countries 

- Risk communication for Public Health Emergencies: A Capacity 
Building Workshop ς Mauritius, December 2014 (co-organized with 
the Institut Pasteur in Madagascar) ς 8 countries 

- National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plan meeting - Cameroon, 
April 2014 

- Preparedness and Response to Influenza and Respiratory Pandemics 
in the Context of the IHR (2005), Cameroon, November 2013 ς         
11 countries 

- National Seminar on Influenza and IHR in Cambodia, May 2013 

- Regional Workshop on άPublic                                        
Health {ǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜέ (co-organized    
with REDI Center and National                                 
University Singapore, April 2011 

Strengthening laboratory capacities for influenza and other 
respiratory viruses detection 

- Monitoring of Influenza viruses circulation 

- Set up systems to detect emerging respiratory viruses (MersCov and 
H7N9) 

- Implementation of technical platforms for the analysis of respiratory 
viruses (hRSV, hMPV, hRV/EV, hCoV, hPIV, hAdV, hBoV) 

- Genetic characterization of Influenza viruses for vaccin recommendations 
and resistance monitoring 

- EQA on respiratory viruses detection 

- Reinforcement of laboratory biosafety capacities 

- άhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘέ approach for the surveillance of Influenza  
A/H5N1 in live birds markets set up in Cambodia 
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Central African 
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/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 
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MAJOR OBJECTIVES: 

�9 Assist countries in developing 
and sustaining core public 
health surveillance and 
response capacities 

 

�9 Build the local national 
workforce for the preparedness 
and response for respiratory 
infections surveillance 

Activities supported: 
   National Influenza Centers & 

   Extended surveillance networks 

   Outbreak response 

   National emergency planning 

   Biosafety/biosecurity 

   IHR capacity building 

   Training for Ministries 

   H5N1 Surveillance 

   Early warning systems 

Support, Training and Capacity Building for 
Infectious Disease Surveillance Networks 
Sept 2006 �t Sept 2011 

3 SUCCESSIVE CO-AGREEMENTS: 

Building and Strengthening Core Capacities for 
Influenza Preparedness and Response in Support of 
International Health Regulations (2005) 
Implementation in Selected Countries in Sub-
Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia 
Sept 2011 �t Mar 2015 

Enhance global health security and advance 
International Health Regulations (2005) 
implementation by sustaining and strengthening 
preparedness, detection, and communication 
capacities for pandemic influenza and emerging and 
re-emerging infectious diseases in Sub-Saharan 
African and Southeast Asian countries 
Sept 2015 �t Sept 2019 
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2019 

Sentinel surveillance network in 
Cameroon 


